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Dear LUMC family and friends. 
 
Welcome to 2009.  Did you know New Year’s Day 
is the world’s most observed holiday.  
I trust you’ve made your New Year’s resolutions.  
The late Erma Bombeck made some memorable 
resolutions over the years:  
I won’ t go to a doctor whose office plants have died. 

I’m going to follow my husband’s suggestion to put 
a little excitement into my life by living within our 
budget. 

I will never loan my car to anyone I have given birth to. 
Joke writer Ed McManus has some words of comfort for those who are setting 

resolutions: “Don’ t worry about keeping those 2009 News Year’s resolutions,”  he 
says. “You only have to deal with them until February, then you can give them up for 
Lent.”   

It’ s good to make changes.  As we are often reminded by our spouses or our chil-
dren, none of us is perfect.   Some may even regret things that have happened in their 
lives even in 2008. 

We could write our regrets on a piece of paper and burn them to the sanctuary, 
watching them go up in smoke.  That might be very therapeutic for some as we begin 
a new year.   

John 1:1 puts the emphasis not on our past, but on our future.  Not on our regrets, 
but on our possibilities.  

“ In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God.  He was with God in the beginning.  Through him all things were made; without 
him nothing was made that has been made . . . He was in the world, and though the 
world was made through him, the world did not recognize him.  He came to that 
which was his own, but his own did not receive him.  Yet to all who received him, to 
those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become the children of God.”  

What a positive theme for this New Year!  Isn’ t what you really want as you begin 
this New Year, is to know deep in your heart you can be more than you are today?   
Isn’ t what you really want, is to know you can live the next 365 days confidently 
aware that your life matters to God, and you can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens you?    
  My prayer is we begin this New Year with the realization that we are an heir 
to the throne, not because of anything we have done, but because of what Christ has 
done on our behalf.  By our baptism, we are the children of God.   Let us all go into 
this New Year aware of who we are, and to Whom we belong. 
 
 
      Grace and Peace, 
 
      Gary D. Hughes�
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